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THE LAMP  OF MEMORY

A noble passage, Ruskin illustrates how
much of Nature's appeal to the mind is de-.
rived from her human associations. Standing
under the spell-of a scene, above the village of
Champagnole, in the Jura, he endeavoured to
imagine it placed in some aboriginal forest of the
'New Continent and immediately the glory
departed and left the mind blank and chill.
" Those ever springing flowers and ever flowing
streams had been dyed by the deep colours of
human endurance, valour, and virtue; and the
crests of the sable hills that rose against the
evening sky received a deeper worship, because
their far shadows fell eastward over the iron walls
of Joux and the four-square keep of Granson."
Architecture should be the protectress of this
sacred influence of memory. It is for her "to
render the art of our day historical, and to pre-
serve, as the most precious of inheritances, that
of past ages." He must be strangely constituted,
who does not feel the appeal of the past, brooding
like some mysterious spirit amid the structures
that stand as monuments of the strength and